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Bettina, Lara, Laura 

„Exploring Tarlabasi“ was a Workshop to show the positive sides of the neighborhood involving the
perspective of the children living there. The goal was that the children become aware of their 
surrounding and everyday life. The idea was to create a common map pointing out the favorite 
places of the children in Tarlabasi. At the beginning a group of 10 children in the age of 13 to 16 
years old sign up for the Workshop. 
At the first day of the Workshop we played a game to introduce the task of creating a map of 
Tarlasbi. For that we asked them different questions about their locations and origins. We asked 
following questions: 
1. On which side of Tarlabasi do you life based on TTM? - All around the TTM.
2.  Are you born in Tarlabasi and do your parents originally come from Tarlabasi? - All of the kids 
are born in Tarlabasi, but the parents come from different areas in Turkey. 
3. Do you want to stay in Tarlabasi or are you planning to move somewhere else in the future? - 
Most of the kids wanted to stay in Tarlabasi. 

After the game we handed out a researcher book for everyone and asked them to draw their own 
„mental map“ of their everyday ways. As an example we showed them a few maps from a project in
Leipzig. The starting point was TTM, from that point they drew the way to there homes, the school 
and other important places, like the fathers work or shops and restaurants. Through this method you 
can get to know the important places for them. At the beginning it was hard for them to understand 
what they where supposed to do, but after a while the maps became more and more detailed. 



The second week only half of the group showed up. We started to ask them about their drawings 
and they presented their maps to the group. It was really interesting to see their impression of 
Tarlabasi and also that no one really knows the street names. After that we asked them to draw their 
most favorite place on a pink sheet of paper, their homes on a blue paper and the school on a yellow
paper.  We pined those little sketches on a cardboard map with the outlines of Tarlabasi.
They drew for example a playground, restaurants and the big tree in the center of Tarlabasi. We 
tried to locate the places on the map and pinned them on the map. This is how we started to explore 
the area. 



After that we started to draw the streets in between the places. In order to do our expedition the 
following week, we defined the route that we wanted to take, passing all the important places. 

For the third Workshop we organized desposible cameras (Thanks to Lara) to take on our expedition
through the neigbourhood. We formed 3 groups with 2 kids each group. They got following 
equipment: a copy of the cardboard map, a plastic bag to collect things they find on the streets and a
disposible camera to document everything. We also asked them questions to focus on the 
sourrounding, the textures and the people according the places. 



At the beginning they were not sure about the task, but after we passed a few places, they were 
really exited. They enjoyed showing us around and were amazed about the things they found on the 
street. 

For example we went to their primary school, took pictures of the painted walls and we found old 
homeworksheets. 

After that we went to the most famous cig köfte place and they asked for some green papers to take.



After that we went all the way up the street of the weekly Pazar. There we found a pink retro car 
and the kids loved to take photos of it. And while walking through the neigbourhood we saw a 
women drying the cotton wool of her pillows. 

After one hour exciting expedition through Tarlabasi we had full bags of collected stuff and lots of 
pictures. For the next Workshop we developed the pictures of the disposible cameras.
We started to match the pictures with the things we found on the street. This created a nice 
collection of all the places we went.



For the next meeting we prepared a Map of Tarlabasi on the Wall in the living room of TTM. The 
Children pinned the pictures on the streets of the Map and matched the things they found. 

They developed a very interesting installation, showing the important parts of Tarlabasi. The Map is
supposed to be interactive, that means it can still grow and other Children can put more pictures and
items until we explored whole Tarlabasi.



In my opinion the participants really enjoyed the workshop. At the beginning I could feel that they 
didn't understand the reason of the tasks, but after the expedition they realized the aim of the map. 
This Workshops is just the beginning of an esthetical research, that needs to be continued. With this 
group of kids you can now work on the ideas that came up during the exploration of the 
neighborhood. What are their interest in the area and what needs do they have? For example 
developing playgrounds, parks and places where they like to hang. Tarlabasi might be a poor 
neighborhood, but the cultural diversity and the high social cohesion among the people contains lots
of potentials and makes the area very special. 


